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Beskrivning

The Household Market and Nonmarket Activities (HUS) project started as a joint research project
between the Industrial Institute for Economic and Social Research (IUl) and Goteborg University in
1980. The ambition was to build a consistent longitudinal micro data base on the use of time, money
and public services of households.

The first main survey was carried out in 1984. In addition to a contact interview with the selected
individuals, all designated individuals participated in a personal interview and two telephone
interviews. All respondents were asked about their family background, education, marital status, labor
market experience, and employment. In addition, questions about the household were asked of the
head of household, concerning family composition, child care, health status, housing, possession of
vacation homes, cars, boats and other consumption durables. At the end of the personal interview the
household head had to fill out a questionnaire including questions about financing of current home,
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construction costs for building a house, house value and loans, imputation of property values and
loans, additions/renovations 1983, maintenance and repairs, leasing, sale of previous home, assets
and liabilities, and non-taxable benefits. All the respondents had to fill out a questionnaire including
guestions about tax-return information 1983, employment income, and taxes and support payments.
Two telephone interviews were used primarily to collect data on the household s time use and
consumption expenditures.

The 1986 HUS-survey included both a follow-up of the 1984 sample (panel study) and a
supplementary sample. The 1986 sample included

1) all respondents participating in the 1984 survey, 2) the household heads, partners and third
persons who should have participated in 1984 but did not (1984 nonresponse), 3) those individuals
who started living together after the 1984 interview with an selected individual who participated or
was supposed to participate in 1984, 4) members of the 1984 household born in 1966 or 1967.

If entering a new household, for example because of leaving their parental home, the household head
and his/her partner were also interviewed. Respondents participating in the 1984 survey were
interviewed by telephone in 1986.

Questions dealt with changes in family composition, housing, employment, wages and child care, and
it was not only recorded whether a change had occurred, and what sort of change, but also when it
occurred. The respondents also received a questionnaire by mail with questions mainly concerning
income and assets.

Respondents not participating in the earlier survey were interviewed in person and were asked
approximately the same questions as in the 1984 personal interview.

The 1988 HUS-survey was considerably smaller than the previous ones. It was addressed exclusively
to participants in the 1986 survey, and consisted of a self-enumerated questionnaire with a
nonrespondent follow-up by telephone. The questions dealt with changes in housing conditions,
employment and household composition. The questionnaire also contained some questions on
household income.

In many respect the 1991 HUS-survey replicated the 1988 survey. The questions were basically the
same in content and range, and the survey was conducted as a self-enamurated questionnaire sent
out by mail. This time, however, in contrast to the 1988 survey, an attempt was made to include in
the survey the new household members who had moved into sample households since 1986, as well
as young people who turned 18 after the 1986 survey. Earlier respondents received a questionnaire
by mail containing questions about their home, their primary occupation and weekly work hours since
May 1988 (event-history data), earnings in 1989, 1990 and 1991, household composition and any
changes in it that might have occurred since 1988, child care and some questions on income. New
respondents were also asked about their education and labor-market experience.

With respect to its design and question wording, the 1993 survey is a new version of the 1986 survey.
The survey is made up of four parts:

1) the panel survey, which was addressed mainly to respondents in the 1991 survey, with certain
additions; 2) the so-called supplementary survey, which focused on a new random sample of
individuals; 3) the so-called nonresponse survey, which encompassed respondents who had
participated in at least one of the earlier surveys but had since dropped out; 4) the time-use survey,
which included the same sample of respondents as those in the panel and supplementary surveys.
Individuals in the nonresponse group were not included in the time-use survey. Most of the questions
in the first three surveys were the same, but certain questions sequences were targeted to the
respondents in a specific survey. Thus certain retrospective questions were asked of the nonresponse
group, while specific questions on social background, labor market experience etc. were addressed to



new respondents. In the case of respondents who had already participated in the panel, a combined
contact and main interview was conducted by telephone, after which a self-enumerated questionnaire
was sent out to each respondent by mail. The panel sample also included young people in panel
households who were born in 1973 or 1974 as well as certain new household members who had not
previously been interviewed. These individuals, like new respondents, were not interviewed by
telephone until they had been interviewed personally. Thus technically they were treated in the same
manner as individuals in the supplementary sample. The new supplementary sample was first
contacted by telephone and then given a fairly lengthy personal interview, at the conclusion of which
each respondent was asked to fill out a written questionnaire. In this respect the survey design for the
nonresponse sample was the same as for the supplementary sample. The nonresponse sample also
included young people born in 1973 or 1974 as well as certain new household members. The time-use
interviews were conducted by telephone. For each respondent two days were chosen at random from
the period from February 15, 1993 to February 14, 1994 and the respondents were interviewed about
their time use during those two days. If possible, the time-use interviews were preceded by the other
parts of the survey, but this was not always feasible. In each household the household head and
spouse/partner were interviewed, as well as an additional person in certain households. Questions
regarding the household as a whole were asked of only one person in the household, preferably the
household head. As in earlier surveys, data from the interviews was subsequently supplemented by
registry data, but only for those respondents who had given their express consent. There is registry
information for 75-80 percent of the sample. The telephone interview is divided into following
sections: administrative data; labor market experience; employment; job-seekers; not in labor force;
education; family composition; child care; health status; other household members; housing
conditions; vacation homes; and cars and boats. The questionnaire was divided into twelve sections:
sale of previous home; acquisition of current home; construction costs for building a home; house
value and loans; repairs; insurance; home-related expenses; sale of previous home; assets; household
income; taxes; and respondent income 1992.

The 1996 telephone interview is divided into following sections: administrative data; labor market
experience; employment; job-seekers; not in labor force; education; family composition; child care;
health status; other household members; housing conditions; vacation homes; cars and boats; and
environment. The questionnaire was divided into twelve sections: sale of previous home; acquisition
of current home; construction costs for building a home; house value and loans; repairs; insurance;
home-related expenses; sale of previous home; assets; household income; taxes; and respondent
income 1995.

The 1998 telephone interview is divided into following sections: administrative data; labor market
experience; employment; job-seekers; not in labor force; education; family composition; child care;
health status; other household members; housing conditions; vacation homes; cars and boats; and
municipal service. The questionnaire was divided into nine sections: sale of previous home; house
value and loans; insurance; home-related expenses; assets; household income; inheritances and gifts;
black-market work; and respondent income 1997.
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