
A. News and politics

When it comes to daily newspapers, in paper or online: How many days a week do you 
usually read?

6–7 days/
week

3–5 days/ 
week

1–2 days/ 
week More seldom Never

A.1

Morning paper

Evening paper

When it comes to news in radio and TV: How many days a week do you usually 
watch/listen to?

6–7 days/ 
week

3–5 days/ 
week

1–2 days/ 
week More seldom Never

A.2

Rapport/Aktuellt in SVT Ekot 

News Cast on the radio 

News on TV4

When you follow news in the media, how much do you usually follow:

Almost
everything

Quite
a lot

Not very
much

Very little 
or nothing

A.3

Local politics

National politics

Politics concerning the European union (EU) 

Politics in countries outside of Europe

A.4 In general, how interested are you in politics?

Very
interested

Somewhat
interested 

Not very
interested 

Not at all
interested 

A.5 How interested are you in political issues concerning the EU?

Very
interested 

Somewhat
interested 

Not very
interested 

Not at all
interested 
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A.6 Generally speaking, how much trust do you have in Swedish politicians?

Very high 
trust

Somewhat high 
trust

Somewhat low  
trust

Very little 
trust

In general, how much do you trust the following groups and institutions?

Very high
trust

Somewhat
high trust

Somewhat
low trust

Very low
trust

No
opinion

A.7

The European Parliament
The European Commission

Where would you place the parties on the following scale?

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

A.8

Centre Party 

Moderate Party 

Left Party 

Liberals

Social Democratic Party 

Green Party

Christian Democrats

Sweden Democrats 

The Pirate Party 

Feminist  Initiative

A.9 How do you think The Alliance (Centre Party, The Liberals, Moderate 
Party and Christian Democrats) have performed as governing 
parties since the election in 2010?

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

Strongly
dislike

Strongly
like

Neither like
nor dislike

Bad GoodNeither bad
nor good

Swedish members of the 
European Parliament
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B. The European Parliament Election 2014

Thinking about the coming years, what issues or problems do you personally think are 
the most important for the European Union to address and try to solve? 

B.2 How important did you think this year’s election was? Did you care much about 
which parties won or lost, or did you not think it was very important?

Cared a lot about which parties won or lost 
Did not really matter that much 

B.3 Before the European Parliament election this year, how easy or difficult did 
you think it was to see differences between the parties’ politics?

Very easy Fairly easy
Neither easy

or difficult Fairly difficult Very difficult

B.4 Did you vote in this year’s European Parliament election on 25th of May?

 No    Go to question D.1 page 6 
 Yes

C. Questions for you who voted in this year’s European
Parliament election

c1 
Was it an obvious choice for you to vote in this year's election?

 Yes 

 No 

B.1
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Were there any issues that were important to you regarding which party you voted 
for in this year’s European Parliament election on 25th of may?

C.3 Which party did you vote for in this year’s European Parliament election?

Left Party
Social Democratic Party 
Centre Party 
The Liberals
Moderate Party

Christian Democrats 
Green Party
Sweden Democrats 
The Pirate Party 
Feminist Initiative

 Other party:

Blank vote
 Do not know
Do not want to answer

C.4 When did you decide which party to vote for in this year’s European Parliament 
election?

Election day
Last week before the election  
Earlier in the winter or spring
Knew for a long time what to vote for 

C.2
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Were there any additional, one or more parties, which you considered voting for in 
the European Parliament election? Mark all other parties you considerd voting for.

C.5

 Yes, Left party
 Yes, Social democratic party 
Yes, Centre party
 Yes, Liberals
 Yes, Moderate Party 

Yes, Christian democrats    
Yes, Green Party
 Yes, Sweden Democrats    
Yes, Feminist initativ
 Yes, The pirate party

 Yes, other party: 

Considerd blank vote   
Considerd not to vote 
Do not know
Do not want to answer 
 No, did not consider 
other parties
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How important were the following reasons for your choice of party 
in this year’s European Parliament election?

One of the
most 

important
reasons 

A fairly
 important
 reason 

Not a 
particularly 
important 
reason 

Not at all 
important 
reason

C.6

The party has good policies on EU related issues 

The party has good policies on many domestic 

issues 

I always vote for the party

The party has competent people on their ballot

The party’s policies are to my advantage personally 

The party has a good leader

I feel like a supporter of the party

The party has a good political ideology

People in my immediate surrounding sympathise 

with the party

The party has been convincing during the election 

campaign

The party is a large party and has therefore better 

possibility than a smaller to implement its policies?
The party is a small party that risked falling 
under the 4 per cent threshold

I sympathise with the party’s group in the EU-
parliament

C.7 How easy or difficult was it for you to choose a party in this year’s European 
Parliament election?

Very easy Fairly easy
Neither easy
nor difficult Fairly difficult Very difficult
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C.8 Did you use the possibility to cast a personal vote in the European Parliament election?
No                   Go to question C.10 page 6
Do not know                   Go to question E.1 page 7 
Yes

Do you remember the name of the candidate you cast a personal vote for?

If you did cast a personal vote:
Which were the most important reasons for your choice of personal vote? 

If you did not cast a personal vote:
Which were the most important reasons for your decision to not cast a personal vote? 

No
Yes, I voted for (State entire name): 

C.9

C.10
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D. Questions for you who did not vote in this year’s European
Parliament election

Which were the most important reasons for your decision to not vote in the European 
Parliament Election?

D.2 Which party would you have voted for if you had voted in this year’s 
European Parliament election?

Left Party

Social Democratic Party 

Centre Party

The Liberals

Moderate Party

Christian Democrats 

Green Party

Sweden Democrats 

The Pirate Party 

Feminist Initiative

 Other party:

Blank vote

 Do not know

 Do not want to answer

D.1
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How important were the following reasons for your choice to not vote 
in this year’s European Parliament election?

One of the
most 

important 
reasons 

 important
reason

particularly 
important 
reason

important
reason

D.3

E. Sweden and the EU

E.1 How satisfied are you with the way democracy works in Sweden?
Very

satisfied
Somewhat

satisfied
Not very
satisfied

Not at all
satisfied

E.2 How satisfied are you with the way democracy works in EU?
Very

satisfied
Somewhat

satisfied
Not very
satisfied

Not at all
satisfied

How much belonging do you feel:

Very
weak

belonging

Somewhat
weak

belonging

Neither weak
nor strong
belonging

Somewhat
strong

belonging

Very
strong

belonging

E.3

To the city/municipality you live in

The region/county you live in

Sweden

Europe

Not interested in politics

Not interested in EU related issues

Not enough insight concerning what the European 
Parliament election is about
The European Parliament election is not important 
I’m negative to the EU as a whole
Do not agree with the party I like the most in 
issues that concern the EU
My vote does not matter
Lack of trust in the vote counting
Difficult to cast a personal vote
Busy/away/sick/accident
Forgot about the European Parliament election

A fairly
Not a

Not at all
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E.4 How proud are you to be Swedish?

Very proud Somewhat proud Not very proud Not at all proud

E.5 How proud are you to be a citizen in the European Union?

Very proud Not at all proud

E.6 In general, what is your attitude to the EU?

Very
positive

Somewhat
positive

Neither
positive nor

negative
Somewhat
negative

Very
negative

No
opinion

If you think about the parties attitudes to the EU. Where would you place the 
parties on the following scale?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Do not know

E.7

Liberals

Social Democratic Party

Moderate Party

Left Party

Centre Party

Green Party

Christian Democrats

Sweden Democrats

The Pirate Party

Feminist Initative

Where would you place yourself on the same scale?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Do not know

Negative
to the EU

Positive
to the EU

Negative
to the EU

Positive
to the EU

Neither positive 
nor negative

to the EU

Neither positive 
nor negative

to the EU

Somewhat proud Not very proud
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In your opinion, how does the EU membership affect Sweden in the following areas?

Very
positive

Somewhat
positive

Neither
positive

nor
negative

Somewhat
negative

Very
negative

No
opinion

Environment

Economy

Employment

Social welfare

Agriculture

Refugee reception 

Law enforcement 

Higher education and 
research

Personal integrity  

Labour immigration

National security 

In your opinion, to what extent should decisions be taken in the following areas at 
national respectively EU level?

Exclusively
national

level

Mainly
national

level

To the same
extent

national level 
as EU-level

Mainly
EU-level

Exclusively
EU-level

No
opinion

Environment  

Economy

Employment   

Social welfare   

Agriculture

Refugee reception 

Law enforcement  

Higher education 

and research  

Personal integrity  

Labour immigration 

National security

E.8

E.9

Election Survey European Parliament 2014

11



E.10 Are you mainly for or against the Swedish membership of the EU or do you 
not have a definite opinion on the matter?

Mainly for the Swedish EU membership
 Mainly against the Swedish EU membership
 No definite opinion on the matter

What is your opinion on the following proposals?

Very 
good 

proposal 

Fairly 
good 

proposal 

Neither 
good nor 

bad 
proposal 

Fairly 
bad 

proposal 

Very 
bad 

proposal 

E.11

Sweden should withdraw from the EU     

Sweden should adopt the euro as its currency 

Reduce agricultural subsidies in the EU

EU should accept more refugees

Swedish contracts and terms should apply to 
everyone working in Sweden, regardless of where 
you come from

Transfer more power from EU to the member states
Increase labour immigration to Sweden
EU should impose tougher sanctions on Russia

E.12 Do you think it is positive or negative if EU develops into a federal state, a sort 
of the United States of Europe?

0 1 0 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Very 
negative 

Very 
positive 

Neither positive 
or negative
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Where would you place some of the party candidates to the European Parliament?

-5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5

E.13

Marit Paulsen 

Marita Ulvskog 

Gunnar Hökmark 

Malin Björk 

Kent Johansson 

Isabella Lövin 

Lars Adaktusson 

Kristina Winberg 

Christian Engström 

Soraya Post 

F. The Election Campaign

When you think of this year’s European Parliament election campaign, how well 
do the following fit your opinion? 
Tick the descriptions that best correspond with your view. You may select more than 
one description

F.1

Interesting and exciting
Too much party bickering
Too conflicted and aggressive

 Clear differences between the 

Too concentrated on the party leaders
Factual and informative
Difficult to understand election    
campaign in the media
Focused too little on EU politics

parties

Other answer:

Strongly
dislike

Strongly
like

Neither like
nor dislikeThe 

candidate is 
unknown to 

me

Election Survey European Parliament 2014

13



F.2 Did you watch the final debate between the party candidates on Swedish 
Television (SVT), on Friday before the election on the 23rd of May? 

Yes, I saw the whole debate
Yes, I saw part of the debate 
No, I did not see the debate

Yes, several 
times 

Yes, 
occasionally No

F.3 Before this year’s European Parliament election:

Did you read any election brochure or printed information 
from any party?
Did you visit any of the parties’ websites?
Were you at any election meeting or other event organised 
by any party?
Did you get a personal visit to your home from any party?

Were you called by any party?

Were you in personal contact with any election worker at    
your workplace?

Did you see any of the parties’ commercials on TV?

Did you see any commercial or film clip from the parties 
via the Internet?
Did you take part of information from the parties via social 
media, such as Facebook, Twitter or Instagram?

Did you take part in the results of opinion polls?

Yes, 
several 
times

Yes, 
occasionally No

F.4 And before this year’s European Parliament election:

Did you try to convince someone in your family, 
acquaintances or other people to vote in the election?

Did any family member or any other person in your 
immediate surroundings convince you to vote?
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Before the European Parliament election, did you do any of the party tests/election 
compasses that different media had on their websites, where you could try which party 
you were closest to in terms of opinion?

F:5   

No, I did not do any party tests

Yes, a few
 Yes, several

Did the results of the tests matter for how 
you voted in the European Parliament 
election?

Yes, it mattered to large extent    
Yes, it mattered to some extent
No, it did not matter

G. The Parliament Election

Did you vote in the Parliament election 2010?G.1

Yes
No, did not vote in the 
Parliament election 2010
Not eligible 2010
 Do not remember
Do not want to answer

Which party did you vote for?

Left Party (V)
Social Democratic Party (S)     
Centre Party (C) 
The Liberals (FP)
Moderate Party (M) 
Christian Democrats (KD) 
Green Party (MP)
Sweden Democrats (SD)

Other party:

Blank vote
 Do not remember
 Do not want to answer
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G.2 Which party are you going to vote for in the Parliamentary election on 14 September?

Left Party (V)  
Social Democratic Party (S)       
Centre Party (C)   
The Liberals (FP)  
Moderate Party (M) 
 Christian Democrats (KD) 
 Green Party (MP)  
Sweden Democrats (SD) 

Other party:

Blank vote
Do not know
Do not want to answer 
Will not vote

Are there any additional, one or more parties, which you are considering 
voting for in the Parliamentary election?
Mark all parties that you consider voting for.

Yes, Left Party
Yes, Social Democratic Party        
Yes, Centre Party   
Yes, The Liberals
Yes, Moderate Party
Yes, Christian Democrats
Yes, Green Party
Yes, Sweden Democrats

 Yes, other party: 

 Consider blank vote 
 Consider to not vote
 Do not know
 Do not want to answer
 No, do not consider another 
party

Which party or parties would you prefer to have in government after 
this year’s election?
Mark all parties that you would prefer to have in government

V S C FP M KD MP SD PP FI 
Other 
party 

No
opinion

G.3

G.4
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H. Politics and society

Below are a couple of proposals that have appeared in the political debate. 
What is your view on each one of them?

Very 
good 

proposal

Somewhat 
good 

proposal 

neither 
good 

nor bad 
proposal 

Somewhat 
bad 

proposal 

Very 
bad 

proposal 

H.1

Reduce the public sector?
Raise the unemployment allowance?
Accept fewer refugees into Sweden?
Reserve a greater deal of the parental leave 
for the fathers?
Municipalities should be able to put a stop to 
   the establishment of new private schools/ 

Distribution of profits should not be allowed 
within stately financed healthcare, schools or 
other public services?

Reduce taxes?

Increase value-added tax (VAT) for restaurants?

Reduce defence expenditure?

Reduce income differences in society?
Significantly increase the severity of prison 
sentences for criminals?
Abolish the tax deduction for domestic and 
domestic-related services (RUT)? 

Increase taxes on petrol?
Increase the proportion of health care run by 
private interests?
Sweden should apply for membership of NATO? 

state funded private schools?
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We sometimes talk about that political views can be placed on a left-right scale 
according to political views. Where would you place the parties on the following 
scale?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

H.2

Liberals (FP) 

Social Democratic Party (S) 

Moderate Party (M) 

Left Party (V) 

Centre Party (C) 

Green Party (MP)

Christian Democrats (KD) 

Sweden Democrats (SD) 

The Pirate party (PP) 

Feminism initiativ (FI) 

Where on the scale would you place yourself?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Far to the 
left 

Far to the 
right 

Neither left nor 
right

Far to the
left

 Far to the 
right 

Neither left nor 
right
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In your opinion, which party or parties have good policies in regards to:

Several parties can be marked for each area

V S C FP M KD MP SD PP FI 
Other 
party 

No
opinion

Economy 

Employment 

Education 

Social welfare 

Defence

Gender equality 

Immigration 

Taxes 

Environment

H.3
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Below is a list with proposals of different kinds of societies, which some people think 
we should strive/work towards in the future in Sweden. What is your opinion on the 
following proposals?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

H.4

Work towards a society with  
  more private enterprise and 
market economy?

Work towards an environmentally 
friendly society even if it means 
little or no economic growth?

Work towards a society where 
christian values plays a 

greater role?

Work towards a multicultural
society with a greater 
tolerance toward people from 
other countries with other 
religions and ways of life?

Work towards a society with 
greater solidarity and equality?

Work towards a society which 
is more committed to 
protect personal integrity?

Work towards a society where 
power is reallocated from 
men as a group to women 
as a group?

Very 
bad 

proposal 

Neither 
bad nor 

good proposal 

Very 
good 

proposal 
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I. Economy

I.1 What is your view on the current economic situation in Sweden?

Very good Fairly good
Neither good 

nor bad Fairly bad Very bad 

I.2 What is your view on the current economic situation in the EU?

Very good Fairly good
Neither good 

nor bad Fairly bad

Has the economic situation improved, remained the same or deteriorated 
compared to what it was 12 months ago?

Improved 
a lot 

Somewhat 
improved 

Neither 
improved nor
 deteriorated 

Somewhat 
deteriorated 

Deteriorated 
a lot 

I.3

Your own economic situation 

The Swedish economy 

The economy in EU

Looking forward, how do you think the economic situation will 
change in the next 12 months? Will it improve, remain the same or 
will it deteriorate?

Improve 
a lot 

Somewhat 
improve 

Neither 
improve nor
deteriorate 

Somewhat 
deteriorate 

Deteriorate 
a lot 

I.4

Your own economic situation 

The Swedish economy 

The economy in EU

I.5 How does your household manage with your present income?

Very well Fairly well 
Neither good 

nor bad Rather bad Very bad 

I.6 Over the next ten years, how likely or unlikely is it that you will improve your 
standard of living? Very likely, somewhat likely, somewhat unlikely, or very 
unlikely?

Very 
likely 

Somewhat 
likely 

Somewhat 
unlikely 

Very 
unlikely 

Very bad
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J. Partisanship

Many feel like supporter of a specific party. But there are also many who do not have 
such an attitude to any of the parties. Do you usually consider yourself a supporter 
of a party?

J.1 

Yes, I consider 
myself a 

supporter of a 
party

No, I do not 
consider myself 
a supporter of 

a party

Do not know/do 
not want to 

answer

Which party do you like best?

 Left Party 
Social democratic party 
Centre party
Liberals
Moderate Party
Christian Democrats
Green party
Sweden Democrats
Feminist initativ
The Pirate party
Other party: 

 Do not know/do not want to answer  No, no party
 Do not know/do not want to 
answer 

Some are strongly convinced 
supporters of their party Others are not 
so strongly convinced. Are you one of 
the strongly convinced supporters of 
your party?

 Yes, strongly convinced 
 No, not strongly convinced

J.2 Are you a member of a political party or any other political organisation?

Yes, member of: 
No
Do not want to answer

 Yes, Left party
 Yes, Social democratic party
 Yes, Centre party
 Yes, Liberals
 Yes, Moderate Party
 Yes, Christian democrats
 Yes, Green Party
 Yes, Sweden Democrats
 Yes, Feminist initativ
 Yes, The pirate party
 Yes, other party: 

Still, is there any party that you consider 
yourself closer to than any of the other parties?
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K. Working life

To which of the groups do you currently belong?
Multiple groups can be marked.

K.1

 Employed (also on sick leave or parental leave) 
 Work/training in employment policy measures 
 Seeking employment/unemployed 
 Old age pensioner/retired/agreement pensioner
 Have sickness-/activity compensation (former early retirement pension,   

 Other: 

K.2 What is your occupation? If you are not currently working, the question is 
concerning your former main occupation. 

 Have never had an occupation Go to question K.7 page 20 

K.3 Which of these occupational groups do you mainly belong to? 

 White-collar worker 
 White-collar worker with a leading organisational function
 White-collar worker with an executive function 

 Blue-collar worker
 Blue-collar worker with a leading organisational function

 Farmer: no employees
 Farmer: one or more employees

 Self-employed: no employees
 Self-employed: 1-9 employees 
 Self-employed: 10 or more employees 

 Other: 

sickness compensation)
Student
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K.4 Do you work/did you work mainly in public or private sector?

 State
 Municipal 
 County/regional
 Private
 Non-profit organisation/foundation

K.5 Is/was your employment permanent or temporary?

Permanent 
employment 

Temporary 
employment 

I am
self-employed 

K.6 How much do/did you work per week on average?

Full-time 

Part-time, at 
least 15 hours a 

week 

Part-time, less 
than 15 hours a 

week

K.7 How likely is it that you will be unemployed sometime during the 
next 12 months?

Very 
likely 

Fairly 
likely 

Less 
likely 

 Not at all
likely 

K.8 Are you a member of any trade union or organisation for entrepreneurs or any 
other professional  organisation? 

 Yes (State the entire name):

 No

Have you been on sick leave at any occasions during the past 
12 months?

K.9

 No  Yes For how long altogether?
 Between a few days and 1 week 
 Between 1 week and 1 month  
 1–3 months 
 3–6 months
 6–12 months
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L. Finally, a few questions about yourself

L.1 What is your marital status?

Single Cohabitant 
Married/

partnership 
Widow/
widower 

How does your current household look like? 

L.2  I live alone Go to question L.3 
 I live with / regularly share my 
household with:

Yes     No 

One adult  

Several adults 

One or several

0-3 years 4-6 years 7-15 years 16-18 yearsNumber of children: ..in the ages: 

L.3 If you were to describe your current home, which of the following options 
would you consider most suitable?

Working-class home
Farmer home
White-collar home
Higher white-collar home
Entrepreneur home

 Other: 

  children
If you regularly share your household with children, how many and in what ages are 
they?
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Where have you, your father and your mother primary grown up?L.4 

You Your father Your mother 

Countryside in Sweden

In a small town in Sweden

City or larger town in Sweden

Stockholm, Gothenburg or Malmö

Another Nordic country

Another country in Europe

Country outside of Europe

L.5 What type of area do you live in?

 Large city: city centre  
 Large city: outer area/suburb
 City: city centre
 City: outer area/suburb

 Large town 
 Small town
 Countryside 

L.6 Do you or someone in your household rent or own your current home?

Owns property (include co-operative apartment) 
First hand rental contract
Second hand rental contract or is inherent

L.7 How do you currently live?

 Farmhouse or single villa in rural areas 
 Villa or townhouse in real estate area
 Flat in appartment block

 Other: 

L.8 What is the rough estimate of the combined annual income before taxes of all 
individuals in your household? (pensions, student grants etc. included).

100 000 or less 
100 001 – 200 000  
200 001 – 300 000  
300 001 – 400 000 

 400 001 – 500 000 
 500 001 – 600 000 
 600 001 – 700 000 
 700 001 – 800 000 

800 001 – 900 000  
900 001 – 1 000 000  
1 000 001 – 1 100 000  
More than 1 100 000 
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L.9 Are you currently studying for a degree or a vocational qualification?

Yes, full time Yes, part time No 

L.10 Which is your highest level of education?

Not completed primary school (or equivalent school) 
Primary school (or corresponding compulsory school)  
Studies at upper secondary school, folk high-school, junior secondary school

What language/languages are mostly spoken in your present home?

L.11  Swedish  Other language: 

Would you be able to read a brief text in the following languages, for example a 
newspaper article?

Yes, without 
difficulty 

Yes, with 
some 

difficulty 

Yes, with 
great 

difficulty No 

L.12 

English 

German 

French 

Spanish

Other language: 

How many times during the last 12 months have you visited a country:

Several times Occasionally Not once 

L.13 

In Europe outside of the Nordic countries? 

Outside of Europe?

Degree from upper secondary school, folk high-school, junior secondary school 
(or equivalent) 

Tertiary education, not college/university 
Studies at college/university 
Degree from college/university 
Studies or degree from postgraduate education 

(or equivalent) 

Election Survey European Parliament 2014

27



Have you lived outside Sweden for the past 10 years?L.14

 No 
 Yes How long in total?

Less than 6 months  
6–12 months
1–2 years
More than 2 years

Which country/countries did you live in?
Start with the country that you stayed in the 
longest

L.15 Do you have a belief, creed or religious affiliation?

 No
 Yes, (state which): 

L.16 How often do you usually attend religious activities such as services or 
meetings?

 Never
 Once a year/more rarely
2-11 times a year
Once a month
2 or more times a month
Every week

Other answer:
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Thank you for answering the survey!
If you have comments on the survey, we gratefully take part in these.
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AS YOU KNOW, WE HAD THREE ELECTIONS AT THE SAME TIME THIS YEAR, that is, parliamentary, 
local and regional elections (Except on Gotland, where no regional election was held.). 

Our questions concern how you voted in the different elections. We would also like to ask you when you 
decided how to vote, if you watched the concluding party leader debate, as well as what you thought 
about the partys’ politics and the election campaign. 

The questions are answered by putting a cross x in the relevant boxes. 
QUESTION 1A  
Which party did you vote for in the parliamentary 
election? 

QUESTION 1B 
Did you consider to vote for any other party? 
You may select more than one party 

Left Party Yes, Left Party 
Social Democrats Yes, Social Democrats 
Centre Party Yes, Centre Party 
People’s Party Liberals Yes, People’s Party Liberals 
Moderate Party Yes, Moderate Party 
Christian Democrats Yes, Christian Democrats 
Green Party Yes, Green Party 
Sweden Democrats Yes, Sweden Democrats 
Feminist Initiative Yes, Feminist Initiative 
Other party (state which): Yes, other party (state which): 

…………………………………………………. …………………………………………… 
Voted blank Considered voting blank  
Did not vote Considered not voting  

No, did not consider any other party 

QUESTION 1C  
It is possible to cast a personal vote by putting a cross before one of the candidates on the ballot 
paper. Did you use the possibility to cast a personal vote in the parliamentary election? 

Yes 
No 

I did not vote in this year’s election 

If you did cast a personal vote, do you remember the name of the candidate you voted for in the 
parliamentary election? 

Name: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



 

 
QUESTION 2 
When did you decide which party to vote for in this year’s parliamentary election? 

   
  I decided during the last week before the election 

  I decided earlier in the autumn or summer 

  I knew all along how to vote 

   

  I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election 

   
 QUESTION 3 
Did you cast a pre-election vote in this year’s parliamentary election? If you did cast a pre-election vote, 
did you do so during the final week before the election or did you cast a pre-election vote earlier in the 
campaign? 

   
  I voted at a polling station on election day 

  I cast a pre-election vote during the final week before the election 

  I cast a pre-election vote earlier in the campaign 

   
  I did not vote in this year’s parliamentary election 

   

 

QUESTION 4  
Which party did you vote for in the local council 
election?  

QUESTION 5  
Which party did you vote for in the regional 
council election? 

     
  Left Party   Left Party 
  Social Democrats   Social Democrats 
  Centre Party   Centre Party 
  People’s Party Liberals   People’s Party Liberals 
  Moderate Party   Moderate Party 
  Christian Democrats   Christian Democrats 
  Green Party   Green Party 
  Sweden Democrats   Sweden Democrats 
  Feminist Initiative   Feminist Initiative 
  Other party (state which):   Other party (state which): 
      
  ………………………………………………….   …………………………………………… 
  Voted blank   Voted blank 
  Did not vote   Did not vote 
   
 QUESTION 6 
Did you watch the final debate between the party leaders on Swedish Television (SVT), on the Friday 
before the election on the 14th of September? 

   
  Yes, I saw the whole party leader debate  

  Yes, I saw part of the party leader debate 

  No, I did not see the party leader debate 

   



 
 QUESTION 7 
How would you describe this year’s election campaign?  

 Tick the descriptions that best correspond with your view. You may select more than one description. 
   
  Interesting and exciting  Too much focus on the party leaders 
  Too much bickering between the parties  Objective and informative 
  

Too conflictual and aggressive 
 Difficult to understand the election debate in 

the media 
  Clear differences between the parties   
   
  Alternative answer: 
   
  …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
   
   

 QUESTION 8A 
Before this year’s parliamentary election:  

   
 
 

  Yes, several 
times 

Yes, a few 
times 

No, 
never 

 

 Did you read any election brochure or similar 
publications from any party? 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Have you visited any of the party’s homepages 
online?  

      

 Did you attend any election meeting or any other 
event organised by any of the parties? 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

        
 Did you get a personal visit to your home by any 
party? 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Did you get a phone call from any party?        
 Were you in personal contact with any election worker 
at your workplace? 

      

        
 Did you see any of the parties’ advertisements on TV?       
 Did you see any advertisements or movie clips from 
parties on the internet? 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 Did you receive any information from the parties 
through social media such as Facebook, Twitter or 
Instagram? 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

        
 Did you take part of any information about opinion-poll 
results? 

      

        
 QUESTION 8B 
And prior to this year’s parliamentary election:  

   
    Yes, several 

times 
Yes, 

occasionally 
No, 
never 

 

 Did you try to convince someone in your family, a friend 
or any other person to vote for any particular party?  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

       
 Did anyone in your family or any another person in your 
immediate surroundings try to convince you to vote for 
any particular party?     

 

        



 
 QUESTION 9A 
Before the election, did you take any of the party tests/election compasses that different mass media 
had on their websites, where one could consider which party you are issue-wise closest to? 

          
  No, did not take any party test 
    
  Yes, one or two    
  Yes, several    
          
       Yes, played a large role  
       Yes, played a partial role  
       No, played no role  
         
         
          
 QUESTION 10 
In some countries, people believe that the elections are conducted in an unfair manner. In other 
countries, people think that the elections are conducted in a fair manner. If you think of this year's 
election in Sweden, where would you place the election on a scale of 1 to 5 where 1 means that the 
election was conducted unfairly and 5 means that the election was conducted in a fair manner? 
 

        
        
        
    1  2  3  4  5     
                 
          
 QUESTION 11 
Do you think the media favoured or disadvantaged any of the parties in this year’s election campaign? 

  For each party – put a cross in the relevant box  
        
  Favoured 

by the 
media 

 
 

Neither 
favoured nor 
disadvantaged  

 Disadvantaged 
by the media 

 

         Centre Party       
 Moderate Party       
 Left Party       
        
 People’s Party Liberals       
 Social Democrats       
 Green Party       
        
 Christian Democrats       
 Sweden Democrats       
 Feminist Initiative       
        

Question 9B 
Did the result play any role in your 
decision who to vote for in the parliament 
election? 

This year’s election was 
conducted in an unfair 

manner  

This year’s election was 
conducted in a fair 

manner 



 
 QUESTION 12A 
How much do you like or dislike the different parties?  

        
        
  
 

 • • • • • • • • • • •  
  -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5  
               Centre Party             
 Moderate Party             
 Left Party             
              
 People’s Party 
Liberals             

 Social Democrats             
 Green Party             
              
 Christian Democrats             
 Sweden Democrats             
 Feminist Initiative             
              
              
              
  QUESTION 12B  
How much do you like or dislike the different party leaders? 

        
        
        
  
 

 • • • • • • • • • • •  
  -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5  
               Annie Lööf             
 Fredrik Reinfeldt             
 Jonas Sjöstedt             
              
 Jan Björklund             
 Stefan Löfven             
 Gustav Fridolin             
              
 Åsa Romson             
 Göran Hägglund             
 Jimmie Åkesson             
 Gudrun Schyman             
              

Neither like nor 
dislike Strongly dislike 

 
Strongly like 

 

 Neither like nor 
dislike Strongly dislike Strongly like 



 
 QUESTION 13 
In politics people sometimes talk about left and right positioning. Where would you place yourself on 
such a scale? 

        
        
         
  
 

 • • • • • • • • • • •  
  0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
              
  
 QUESTION 14A 
Generally speaking, how much confidence do you have in Swedish politicians?  

   
  A great deal of confidence  
  A fair amount of confidence  
  Not much confidence 
  Very little confidence 
   
 QUESTION 14B 
Generally speaking, how much confidence do you have in the Election Authority’s? 

   
  A great deal of confidence  
  A fair amount of confidence 
  Not much confidence 
  Very little confidence 
   
  I have not heard of the Election Authority’s 
  I do not know 
   
   

Left Right 
Neither to the 
left nor right 



 
 QUESTION 15 
Below are a couple of proposals that have appeared in the political debate. What is your view on each 
one and of them?  

        
 

 

A very 
good 

proposal 

Somewha
t a good 
proposal 

Neither a 
good nor 
a bad 

proposal 

Quite a 
bad 

proposal   

A very 
bad 

proposal  
         Reduce the public sector?       
 Raise the unemployment allowance?        
 Accept fewer refugees into Sweden       
        
 Reserve a greater deal of the parental leave 
for the fathers? 
       

 Municipalities should be able to put a stop to 
the establishment of new private 
schools/state funded private schools?  
       

 Distribution of profits should not be allowed 
within stately financed healthcare, schools or 
other public services?       

        
 Reduce taxes?       
 Increase value-added tax (VAT) for 
restaurants?       

 Reduce defence expenditure?       
        
 Reduce income differences in society?       
 Significantly increase the severity of prison 
sentences for criminals?       

 Abolish the tax deduction for domestic and 
domestic-related services? (RUT)?       

        
 Increase taxes on petrol?       
 Increase the proportion of health care run by 
private interests?       

 Sweden should apply for membership of 
NATO?       

        
 Retain the possibility of tax deduction for 
tutoring-services?       

 Abolish the threshold for the personal vote       
        



 
 QUESTION 16 
How do you think the four parties within the Alliance bloc (Centre Party, Peoples Party, Moderate Party 
and the Christian Democrats) performed during the period 2010–2014?   

        
        
        
        
  
 

 • • • • • • • • • • •  
  -5 -4 -3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5  
              
              
              
              
              
              
  
  
 QUESTION 17 
What party or parties have, according to you, the best policy when it comes to: 
You may select more than one party for every policy area 

        
 

 V S C FP M KD MP SD FI 
Other 
party No opinion  

 The economy             
 Employment             
 Education             
              
 Social welfare              
 National defence             
 Gender equality              
              
 Immigration             
 Taxes             
 The environment              
              
 QUESTION 18  
Which party did you vote for in the European parliamentary election earlier this year? 

     
  Left Party   Voted blank 
  Social Democrats   Did not vote 
  Centre Party   Do not remember 
  People’s Party Liberals   Not entitled to vote 
  Moderate Party    
  Christian Democrats    
  Green Party    
  Sweden Democrats    
  Feminist Initiative    
  Pirate Party    
  Other party (state which):     
      
 

Neither well nor 
poorly Poorly Well 
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