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Description
The project is a joint venture between the Faculties of Social sciences and Medicine at Uppsala
University. We try to explain the variation between Swedish municipalities regarding their care for
persons with disabilities and we search for the explanation in a much esteemed political science
theory on so called consensus democracy. The theory states that if the relation between political
parties is characterized by cooperation instead of conflict, it leads to a ”kinder, gentler form of
democracy” for vulnerable groups, for instance persons with disabilities (Lijphart). The Political
science department is the main seat of the project. It has long experience of the theory and also a
large data base on consensus democracy at the municipal level. A great part of the research will be
conducted at the Centre for disability research where there is intimate knowledge of such material
that will constitute the dependent variable. The study is a total investigation, supplemented with
qualitative case studies. The study involves testing of hypotheses. It also allows testing of counter
hypotheses such as the importance of ideology or political party.

Purpose:

The aim of this research project is to find the causes of regional variation in disability policies.
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Unit of analysis
Geographic unit

Population
Swedish municipalities

Time Method
Cross-section

Sampling procedure
Total universe/Complete enumeration

Time period(s) investigated
2004-01-01 – 2006-12-31

Variables
44

Number of individuals/objects
289

Data format / data structure
Numeric

Data collection 1
Time period(s) for data collection: 2004 – 2006
Source of the data: Registers/Records/Accounts: Administrative, Registers/Records/Accounts

Geographic spread
Geographic location: Sweden

Lowest geographic unit
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Highest geographic unit
Country

Responsible department/unit
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Research area
Government, political systems and organisations (CESSDA Topic Classification)

Social welfare policy (CESSDA Topic Classification)

Social sciences (Standard för svensk indelning av forskningsämnen 2011)

Political science (Standard för svensk indelning av forskningsämnen 2011)

Keywords
Local government policy, Care of the disabled, Democracy, Local government organizations, Social
support, Political systems, Right to non-discrimination, Social welfare philosophy, Cooperation,
Welfare policy
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