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Description
The 1968 election study is almost twice as big as the earlier election studies, largely because of the
goal of the survey, which was to cover the system of representation. A separate study, addressed to
the Members of Parliament, included similar questions put in this study of the electorate. In this way a
comparison of the opinions of the electorate and the opinions of the MP´s is possible. Except the
questions repeated in all election studies, this study includes questions on employment, public
representation on bank boards, agricultural policy, income tax, privately-owned TV-companies,
religion, aid to developing countries, defence expenditures, and the Common Market. There are also a
number of questions about how different groups are treated by the authorities. It also includes
questions about the respondent´s sympathies for different groups in society. This study also
introduces the left-right scale, a ten degree scale on which the respondent positions the political
parties according to the respondent´s opinion of the party as a left-wing, centre or right-wing party.
The 1968 study is the second stage in the 1964-1968-1970 panel study.

Purpose:

Explain why people vote as they do and why an election ends in a particular way. Track and follow
trends in the Swedish electoral democracy and make comparisons with other countries.
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No

Language
English
Swedish

Unit of analysis
Individual

Population
Individuals born 1884-1947, residing in Sweden and eligible to vote in the parliamentary election
1968

Time Method
Longitudinal: Panel

Sampling procedure
The sample was drawn from Statistics Sweden Survey Research Centre's sampling framework. The
framework consisted of a nation-wide set of primary sampling units which provide the framework for a
'general purpose' two- stage population sample.

Time period(s) investigated
1968-08-01 – 1968-10-31

Variables
532

Number of individuals/objects
3356

Data format / data structure
Numeric

Data collection 1
Mode of collection: Face-to-face interview
Time period(s) for data collection: 1968-08-01 – 1968-10-31
Data collector: Statistics Sweden
Source of the data: Registers/Records/Accounts: Administrative, Registers/Records/Accounts: Voting
results, Population group, Registers/Records/Accounts

Geographic spread
Geographic location: Sweden

Highest geographic unit
Country
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Responsible department/unit
Department of Political Science

Research area
Elections (CESSDA Topic Classification)

Government, political systems and organisations (CESSDA Topic Classification)

Political behaviour and attitudes (CESSDA Topic Classification)

Political ideology (CESSDA Topic Classification)

Social sciences (Standard för svensk indelning av forskningsämnen 2011)

Political science (Standard för svensk indelning av forskningsämnen 2011)

Media (CESSDA Topic Classification)

Keywords
Developing countries, Elections, Housing, Mass media, Defence, Occupations, Participation, Politics,
Public sector, Religion, Social mobility, Regionalism, Ethics, International relations, Voting, Taxation,
Internal politics, Political parties, Trade unions, Organizations, Farming, Cors
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publication(s). If you are responsible for the catalogue entry, you can update the metadata/data
description in DORIS.
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