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Description
List of bones for the osteological analysis performed on the mass material from the Pitted ware
culture site Ajvide, Eksta parish, Gotland, Sweden, in Alexander Sjöstrands PhD thesis "Changes,
activities and bones".
The bone material is derived from archaeological excavations performed by Stockholm University,
Gotland University and Uppsala University between the years 1983-2017.

The list of bones contains the base dataset from the osteological analysis with information on ID-
number, x and y coordinates, layer, area, layer, burnt/unburned, taxa/species, bone element, bone
part, part of the body, side, number of fragments, weight, size (divided into three categories,
0-25mm, 26-50mm, 51-75mm and larger than 75mm), bone id (only a few posts where bone
fragments fit together and has been linked in the list of bones via a bone id), age (fused/unfused), age
assessment, other comments, date for analysis, and 4 variables for the analysis of the osteological
material from the 2017 excavation. Trench, which square, context and FFI (fracture freshness index)
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Unit of analysis
Other
Animal

Population
Pitted ware culture, Ajvide

Sampling procedure
The sampling for the osteological analysis is based on identified areas and activities at the site Ajvide.
A total of 13 different areas were chosen for analysis. All information regarding the sampling is
published in Sjöstrands 2022 PhD thesis "Changes, activities and bones".

Time period(s) investigated
3100 BCE – 1200 BCE
Pitted ware culture
Middle neolitic – Early bronze age

Variables
24

Number of individuals/objects
139148

Data format / data structure
Numeric
Text

Type of archaeological investigation
Archaeological excavation

Type of archaeological remains
Burial ground, Burial place, Settlement, SETTLEMENTS AND CAMPS, Settlement finds, Settlement
remains, other, Fishing station, Grave and settlement area, Graves, Burial ground, Hearth, Layer,
Stone packning, Post hole

Geographic spread
Geographic location: Sweden, Gotland Municipality, Eksta Parish

Responsible department/unit
Department of Archaeology and Ancient history

Research area
History (CESSDA Topic Classification)
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Keywords
Sheep, Dogs, Seal hunting, European hedgehog, Pitted ware culture, Seals (animals), Cows
(mammals), Pigs, Stone age, Archaeology, Osteology, Fishing, Fox, Fish, Porpoise, Hare, Cattle, Frog,
Toad, Cervid, Rodent, Goat, Birds
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