The role of energy infrastructure in shaping early
adoption of electric and gasoline cars

SND-ID: 2021-202-1. Version: 1. DOI: https://doi.org/10.5878/i8af-b705

Download data
electric_vehicles_regressions.dta (16.81 MB)
electric_vehicles_regressions.xls (56.09 MB)
Figure 2.do (1.19 KB)

hedonic regressions reproduction.do (15.47 KB)
logistic regressions.do (17.08 KB)
rafftrajtenberg.dta (1.9 KB)

Associated documentation
readme.txt (7.58 KB)

Download all files
2021-202-1-1.zip (~72.94 MB)

Citation

Taalbi, J., & Nielsen, H. (2021) The role of energy infrastructure in shaping early adoption of electric
and gasoline cars (Version 1) [Data set]. Lund University. Available at:
https://doi.org/10.5878/j8af-b705

Creator/Principal investigator(s)
Josef Taalbi - Lund University, Department of economic history
Hana Nielsen - Lund University, Department of economic history

Research principal
Lund University - Department of economic history

Description

Electric vehicles have a potential to lower greenhouse gas emissions but still face challenges. This
study asks what can be learned from US automobile history. In 1900 there were three equal
contenders in the US automotive industry: gasoline, electric and steam cars. Only a decade later the
gasoline car had achieved a crushing dominance. This dominance is often attributed to techno-
economic factors, such as an innate inferiority of electric cars. Meanwhile, the role of infrastructures is
not well understood. The research project examines the mechanisms behind this process, using
information on more than 36,000 passenger car models. One result is that the slow diffusion of
electricity infrastructure gave gasoline cars the upper hand.
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